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CHRONOLOGY OF ALL EXCHAGES BETWEEN ODYSSEY
MAE EXPLORATION INC ("OME") AN SPAIN (jncluding the

SPANSH MINSTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIS; the MIISTRY OF
CULTU; the GUARIA CIVL AND THE JUTA DE ANALUCIA)

JUY 1998 - JUN 2007

16 July 1998 OME begins its operations at sea to search for the wreck of the
SUSSEX after first alertng UK authorities that the company
wil be engaged in a search for the British warship in the
waters off Gibraltar. A letter is given to its agent in Gibraltar
to be provided to any authority in case of an inspection of
Odyssey s research vessel. Ths document expresses OME'
intention to provide any inonnation that may be requested and
provides contact infonnation for OME' s attorneys. The letter
also invites the authorities to inspect the vessel.

22 Julyl998 The Spanish General Directorate of 11e Merchant Marine
DGMM") through Mr. Julian Abril , contacts OME attorneys

to infonn them that the company has no authorisation to cart
out activities in 11e area in question. DGMM says that the file
will be sent to the Ministr of Foreign Affairs ("MFA"

24 Julyl998 OME attorneys contact Mrs. Luisa Huidobro the
Departent of Economic International Relations of the J' A
to detennine the status of the file and to offer collaboration
with the Spanish authorities. Mrs. Huidobro states that there is
no authorisation to work in the area, which is considered to be
in Spanish jurisdictional waters by the MFA. She states that
authorisation for searchig for the Sussex must be requested
by the US Embassy in Madrid as soon as possible and that
OME must infonn SASEMAR about its activities in the area.

27 July1998 A fax is sent by OME attorneys to Mr. Jesus Marra Uribe
(Director of Operations of SASEMA) following J' A
instrctions.

22 August 1998 OME sends a fax to SASEMA in Tarifa specifying 11e
schedule and the location of its search operations.

8 September1998 Mr. Ignacio de Frutos of the Spanish Ministr of Defence

contacts OME attorneys and claims that the company is
operating in Spansh waters.

9 September1998 OME attorneys contact the MFA in response to the allegations
made by the Mistr of Defence and infonn the MFA that
OME is not operatig in Spanish waters.

14 September1998 OME attorneys send an urgent fax to the General Director of
Foreign Afairs of the .MA inonning him that the company
has started the authorisation process through the US Embassy
in Madrid in the event that search operations in the area extend
into Spanish terrtorial waters.

16 September1998 OME sends a fax to the Director General of Foreign Policy for
Nort America and Europe (MFA) stating again that OME has
initiated the authorisation process through the US Embassy in
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18 September1998

23 October 1998

10 November 1998

11 November 1998

29 November 1998

11 December 1998

Madrid in case the company extends its search for the Sussex
into Spanish waters. Geographical coordinates and information
about the operation are attached to tlle fax. OME also states its
intention to comply with any conditions that Spain establishes
on OME' s operations in Spanish terrtorial waters. Final1y,

OME offers to provide data relatig to the location of any
warships of Spanish origin that OME locates in Spanish
terrtorial waters stating that OME respects ... the Spanish
government' s sovereign rights over her sunken warships and
ful1y intend to honour your wishes in this respect."
OME sends the same fax to the Director General of Foreign
Policy for North America and Europe (MFA) attaching a
nautical chart of the area of exploration established by the
Minstr of Defence of the United Kingdom. OME also states
in ths fax that the Tarfa Maritime Control Centre is inormed
every time the vessel leaves the port.
OME, in a demonstration of goodwil1 and in order to maintain
good relations between the partes, agrees to leave the area and
requests a meeting with the "MA.
O:ME attorneys contact the Spanish Naval Museum and offer
to have the cruef of the OME exploration provide a
presentation on OME search operations at a time that is
convenient for the representatives of the museum.
At the request of the "MA and fol1owing Royal Decree
799/81 , OME provides the Ministr with a report on OME'
activities in the area. OME also offers to have an expert
designated by Spain embark on Odyssey's research vessel and
take notes on the activities that are carred out (this document
is dated November 1 , 1998). The document is also sent to Mr.
Blumberg at the US Departent of State.
Meetig at the MFA between Greg Stemm and Mr. Cebrian of
the MFA. The MFA verbally authorizes OME to return to the
sea. This is confrmed by the US Embassy.
OME sends a collaboration proposal to the Naval Museum in
Madrd. The proposal agam reiterates OMB'
acknowledgement of Spain right to lay claim to her
sovereign immune warships and offers to help Spain recover
these vessels through the use of OME's technology and

experience with deep ocean expeditions. Specifical1y, OME
offers a joint expedition between the Spanish Naval Museum,
the British Royal Naval Museum and OME to search for the
Baleares and the Ark Royal with all artfacts recovered
becoming the propert of the two museums. OME further
offers a joint expedition with the Spanish government and the
Spanish Naval Museum to undertake the search and excavation
of colonial warships lost in the New World. An artefacts
obtained in the expedition would become the propert of Spain
or the Spanish Naval Museum. Final1y OME offers to join the
Spanish naval museum m an expedition pursumg the
archaeological excavation of ancient shipwrecks of
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15 December 1998

26 January 1999

3 February 1999

8 March 1999

12 April 1999

3 May 1999

13 May 1999

20 May 1999

Phoenician, Roman or other ancient Oligi which could be
connected to trade with settlements in the Iberian Penisula.
OME offers to fund ths expedition entirely and to provide
recovered artefacts to the Spanish Naval Museum for display
and study.
The US State Deparent receives a Note Verbal request from
the MFA for information about OME operations. (This
information had already been provided by OME on 
November 1998).
The MFA confs to OME attorneys that they contacted the
Archaeological Insttute of Cartagena and have decided to
authorise exploratory operations by OME, but notes that the
fie has also been given to the Minstr of Culture for approval
of the authorisation.

OME attorneys inform OME that the Minstr of Cultue did
not approve the authorisation of exploratory operations to

identify the SUSSEX. The reason for denial of the
authorisation was the alleged lack of documentation regarding
OMB' s work in the area.
Mr. Rafael Conde (Deputy Chief of Mission at Spanish
embassy in the US) contacts OME directly via fax. The fax
states that OME attorneys should contact the MFA to clarify
tbe situation.
OME attorneys send a letter to the General Directorate of Fine
Ar (Minstr of Culture), responding once more to the doubts
expressed by the administration and attaching a nautical chart
of the area of exploration.
OME receives a communication from the Ministry of Cultue
dated April 20, 1998 authorising the project presented by
OME, and stating that the project must be in accordance with
Spanish Historical Heritage Law 16/85. In partcular the
following conditions must be met in order to continue the
project:

- The authorisation is only for undelwater, archaeological , exploratory wo
Work.

- The Ministry of Culture must be notified of any other finds besides the
HMS Sussex.

- Area limit: 36 OS' North - 05 OS' West in a semicircular area North
from 36 07' North.

- Time limit is 90 days starting from the notification
- Resource materials are those noted in the application. Any change

requires authorisation by the Ministr of Culture.
- The same requirements as in point 5 for the crew.
- This authorisation is not related to recovery work.
- All scientific and archaeological information must be passed on to the

administration.
- A member of the Spanish navy wiJ be on board.

10.- This authorisation is not substitute for any other required
authorisations.
11.- Title V of Spanish Historical Heritage Law 16/85 must be respected.

OME sends a fax to the MFA attaching the authorisation of the
Ministr of Culture.
OME sends a fax to the Naval Museum attaching the
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authorisation of the Mist of Culture. 
26 May 1999 OME sends a fax to the Naval Museum askig for the names

of the members of the Navy that will be on board. The fax
also provides the date that OME wil resume operations.

15 June 1999 OME sends a fax to the Minstr of Culture to request an
extension of the start of the 90 days. OME attorneys again
attempt to obtain inonnation regarding which experts from the
Mistr of Culh1re wil be appointed to be on board OMB'
ship.

15 June 1999 OME sends another fax to the Naval Museum regarding the
experts.

18 June 1999 The Minstry of Culh1re authorises the 90 day extension for
OME.

21 June 1999 The Naval Museum contacts OME attorneys to authorize OME
to start the operations without experts. It also confirms that it
will organize a meeting between the Naval Museum, a high
rankng offcial of the offce of the Chief of Defence and
OME.

21 June 1999 OME attorneys send a letter to the Mistr of Culture
correctig an error in the dates listed in the request for an
extension.

26 June 1999 The Ministr of Defence sends a fax listing the names of the
representatives of the Navy that must supervse the work 
board Odyssey s ship.

30 June 1999 OME requests a new extension of the operations authorisation
from the MA.

2 July1999 The Minstr of Culture authorises the extension request.
23 July1999 The Navy observers come on board Odyssey s ship.

14 September1999 OME attorneys send a letter to the US Embassy in Madrd
dated September 15\ 1999. In the letter, OME requests the US
Embassy to send an attched letter to the MFA which includes
a detailed report on the 1 phase of the authorised operations
in relation to the SUSSEX.

21 September1999 The US Embassy contacts OME attorneys to say that the MFA
cannot begin the process of authorisation of the scientific
phase of the operation until data on the proj ect is sent to the
MFA via NoteVerbal. OME sends a fax to the MFA statig its
confusion since the inonnation regarding the second scientific
stage was already included in the project presented. On the
same date the MFA infonns the US Embassy that in order to
authorise the new phase , and to issue a new penn it, the US
Embassy must issue a Note Verbal which must include all of
the details of the project with coordinates and characteristics of
the ship.

6 October 1999 OME attorneys send a fax to the Naval Museum attching 
copy of the report that OME submitted to the MFA.

10 November 1999 OME informs Mr. Jose Rodriguez Spiteri, Director General of
Exterior Politics for North America and Europe (MFA) of its
intention to use the research vessel MIEX and providing
the characteristics of the vessel.
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12 November 1999 OME notifies Mrs. Marfa Bassols (MFA) of the details of the
vessel.

17 December 1999 OME attorneys receive a fax from MFA settg a meetig for
the 3 of January 2000.

21 December 1999 OME attorneys confirm their presence at the meetig.
3 January 2000 Meetig at the MFA. In attendance: MFA, Ministr 

Defence, Ministr of Transport Mistr of Agrculture and
Fishing, Ministr oflndustr and Energy, Ministr of Culture
OME attorneys and John Moms of OME.

6 March 2000 The MFA gives formal authorisation for new operations.
26 May 2000 The Spanish Embassy in Washington gives authorisation to

OME, running from this date until November 30, 2000. The
authorisation is for two vessels, and OME is required to inform
the Spanish Embassy of the port base and the calendar of work 

that the Spanish Ministr of Defence can name the
appropriate representatives. The activity is limited to 12 miles
around the stated point.

4 July 2000 OME attorneys notify the appropriate authorities of the new
proj ect.

28 December 2000 OME requests a new authorisation from the Spanish Embassy
in Washington for the next exploration.

10 April 2001 The Minstr of Culture gives authorisation for the recovery of
some objects beginning 011 11/4/01 and in accordance with
Arcle 6 of Law 16/85. Ths authorisation, has 8 conditions:

- Only obje(;ts ne(;essary for identifj(;ation can be recovered.
- A time limit of 90 days begins with the notification, but there is a

possibility of extension.
- Provisional storage ofthe finds.
- All scientific and archaeological information must be passed on to the

administration.
- Navy representation must be on board.
- The Ministry reserves the right to also name archaeologists.
- This authorisation does not replace other authorisations required
- Law 16/85 must be adhered to.

18 April 2001 OME sends a letter to Mr. Agustin Mufioz (Spanish Embassy
in Washington) stating its gratitude to the Embassy for its
assistance in obtaining the grant of authorization by the
Ministr of C;ulture. OME attches a tie schedule of the
project in order to coordinate the boarding of the Spanish

expert. OME requests that the Embassy forward the schedule
to the appropriate Spanish authorities (as soon as possible as
the project is scheduled to begi on Apri119 , 2001).

18 April 200 1 OME sends by fax to the Control Centre of Tarifa, a copy of
the authorization and a copy of the schedule of the project
indicating that the project will begin on April 19 h, 2001.

19 April 2001 OME sends by fax to Major Diego San Martfn, a copy of the
schedule of the project in order to coordinate the boarding of
the Spanish experts.

23 Apri12001 The Spanish Embassy in Washington inorms OME by fax that
the project schedule had been sent to the Minstr of Culture
and MFA and that the inormation complied with the
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22 August 2001

authorization by the Ministr of Culture dated A prill a"" 2001.
After completion of the surey authorised by the MFA and the
MOC , the Junta of Andalucia orders the suspension of OME' s
work allegig:

(i) That authorization was grant(:d by a non comp(:t(:nt authority.
(ii) The authorization is not valid since it was granted for a concrete point
and not for the 12 mil(:s around this point.

The basis for the fiding is:
(a) Art.6a of law 16/85 states that ev(:ry region has jurisdiction over its
heritage.
(b) Art.6b says that the c(:ntral administrtion is assumed to be mentioned
in the Article.
(c) Art. 52 Ley 1/91 of the Historical Heritage of Andalusia gives authority
to the Ministry of Cultur(: in those cases in Andalusian terrtory or waters.
(d) Regulations of the Administative Organisation of the Historical
Heritage of Andalusia states that authority to grant authorisation is with the
Director General of Cultural Goods
The Spanish Embassy in Washigton inorms OME that the
Ministt of Cultue had assumed competence in this matter on
the basis of public interest since the cannon was found in
waters under dispute, and that Ministr of Culture, not the
Junta of Andalucia has competence in the matter.
A meetig is held in Cadiz between OME attorney and the
Junta de Andalucfa (Mr. Manuel Garcfa Leon and Mr.
Fernando Valverde Cuevas). The Junta states that OME only
needs a valid authorization to restart with its work.
OME inonns the Junta de Andalucfa that the vessel
MIEX, has not cared out underwater archaeological
activities yet and the operations up to ths moment have not
involved any physical activities except at fue location
authorized by fue Minstr of Cultue (April \ 2001).

OME also states that the work performed in the 12 miles
around ths location was perfoD11ed m light of the
authorization of the Ministr of Culture and the Spansh
Embassy in Washington.
In relation to archaeological coordination, OME provides the
name of fue archaeologist appointed by the United Kingdom
and states that Mr. Ivan Negueruela was appointed by the
Spanish Milstr of Cultue to determine if further
archaeological experts are needed.
OME delivers a report to Mr. Felix Valdez of the Spansh
Embassy in Washington on the recovered items that were left
In the custody of Dr. Ivan Negueruela of the Marine

Archaeological Institute of Cartagena.
A detailed Report on the archaeological activities is delivered
to Mr. David Beltran of the Spanish Embassy in Washington
to be sent to proper authorities in Madrid.

eement of the Council of Ministers on Se tember 21 2001.
The Cabinet maintains the resolution it passed on April 10
2001 authorizing the extraction work by OME off the coast of
Andalusia. The authorization is to be communicated to the
Junta of Andalusia as the Constitution reserves to the State
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20 November 2002

21 November 2002

28 November 2002

12 December 2002

13 December 2002

14 May 2003

31 July 2003

26 November 2004

exclusively, matters of international relations. The Cabinet
notes that OME, on or before April 10 had already obtained
auilorization from the Gibraltarian authorities for the part of
the project to be conducted in waters ilat are in dispute with
regard to the sovereignty of Gibraltar and which raised "issues
of foreign relations with the United Kingdom." The
governent reiterates ilat as ile OME project " affects
disputed waters in ile Straits of Gibraltar; it affects
international relations and the foreign policy of ile State
directly
O:M sends a fax to ile Naval Museum of Madrd to inform
ile Museum about the expedition and to offer its cooperation.
OME also proposes a meeting at ile beginng of December
between Mr. Fernando Riafio Lozano of ile Naval Museum
and OME.
O:M sends a fax to Mr. Julian Martinez Garcia of the Junta de
Andalusia proposing a meetig with Mr. Greg Stemm of
O:M, in Andalucia, at the convenience of ile representatives
of the Junta. Mr. Stemm offers to provide infoffation on the
status of Sussex project and to offer information on Punic and
Roman shipwrecks that have been located during exploration
by OMB. Mr. Stemm also offers to make a presentation on the
archaeological work conducted by O:M usig robots and the
archaeological sites that have been located in the zone.
OME attorneys fax the Delegate for Culture of the Junta de
Andalusia, Ms. Carmen Calvo, and include a copy of the fax
sent to Mr. Julian Martez Garcia on November 21 , 2002.
The Delegate for Cultue of the Junta de Andalucia responds
that they are discussing the project with the Directorate of

Cultural Assets. They are waitig for an answer from this
division and win be in contact with OME after they receive an
answer.
Newspapers publish an interview with Ms. Carmen Calvo
Delegate for Cultue of the Junta de Andalucia in which she
states that authorization should have been granted by the Junta
and that the Junta win grant the next one.
At the request of OMB, a meetig is held with Mr. Roman
Fernandez and Ms. Carmen Garcia Rivera of the Junta 
which it is agreed that OME wil submit a fonnal proposal
regarding the SUSSEX and other possible activities in the
Alboran Sea.
O:M attorneys send a fax to Mr. Maximi1ano Vi1chez,
Subsecretary of the Governent to set up a meeting in order to
present the SUSSEX project.
OME is inormed ilat the Director of Underwater Heritage Mr.
Juan Munoz de la Borde, had complained that the Spanish
Embassy in Washigton had not received any information

about OME' s resumption of activities. On this same date
OME infonned Mr. Juan Mufioz de la Borde that a formal
communication about the resumption of the activities was sent
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29 November 2004

31 December 2004

14 January 2005

20 January 2005

28 January 2005

by the US State Deparent to the Spansh Governent and
thereafter the Spanish Governent acknowledged receipt of
this commurrcation.
OME sends information about reports to Tarifa Ship Traffc
control to Mr. Juan Luis Munoz de Laborde.
The British Governent sends a letter to Mr. Jose Pons of the
Spanish Foreign Relations offce responding to question posed
by Mr. Pons on December 29 , 2004 in relation to the

SUSSEX. The letter states tbat the British governent granted
OME the right to rescue in regard to the Sussex, a British
military ship which sank in 1694 in the Straits of Gibraltar.
OME began investigating the location of the sUIen ship at the
beginning of December, 2004 and assures that it wil 
working in international waters and that the ship is indeed the
Sussex.
OME plans to bring its larger ship, the Odyssey Explorer, to
the project zone in February of 2005 to begi excavation. It is
estiated that the preliminary excavation wil take two to three
months, although it could take more if the ship is scattered at
the bottom of the sea. OME wil unload any objects found in
the excavation in Gibraltar for commercial reasons and

because any artfacts presumed to be from the Sussex would be
UK propert under OME' s agreement with the UK MOD.
The letter also indicates that OME wil be providing further
inormation about the project to the Minstr and the British
governent is also willing to answer any questons about the
project.
The General Director of Exterior Politics for Europe and Nort
America (MA) Mr Jose Pons inorms OME that the
authorization had expued and that OME would have to
immediately submit an archaeological report and a summary of
its activities in 2002.
In response to these requests OME insists that all the requested
documentation has already been submitted and also pointed
out, 11at an Intermediate Archaeological Report of September
2001 was provided to the Spanish Embassy in Washington and
the Minstr of Defence in the UK, with evidence 11at one of
the shipwrecks is the SUSSEX, which resulted in fmal

agreement with the UK on 06/1 0/2002. OME also pointed out
that the Control Centre of Tarifa was informed daily when
OME' s ships left the port and it was informed 30 days before
the restartng of OME's operation to enable Tarifa to organze
traffc accordingly. OME also noted that Spain was inormed
about the restart of the operation through diplomatic chmmels
and OME has always stated that if 11e shipwreck identified as
the SUSSEX turns out to be a Spansh vessel they will
immediately inform the Spanish au11orities.
OME sends a copy of its letter to Mr. Pons of the MFA
requestig the cooperation of Spain with all of the plans and
projects.
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5 April 2005

OMEattorney attends a meeting with Mr. J ase Pons of the
MFA. In ths meetig the .MA express concern about what
might happen if the shipwreck turns out not be the SUSSEX.
Mr. Pons notes while there is Dot an agreement on some points
there is no quarrel. The origial letter is requested and wil be
sent to the Ministr of Cultue for their opinion. Mr Pons
represents that there should not be a problem with the
penmsslOD.
OME' s attorney sends Mr. Jose Pons (MA) a fax inorming
him that OME would be restartng its expedition. A copy of
the fax sent to the Control Centre of Tarifa infonning it of its
temporal and geographic coordinates is attched to the fax to
Mr. Pons.

OME' s attorneys send a fax to Guardia Civil offcials in
Algeciras announcing the restart of OME' s operations. The
vessels involved in these operations wil be ODYSSEY
EXPLORER and RV ODYSSEY. Guardia Civil offcials in
AlgeciIas are also informed that the Spanish governent is
aware of the operations.
Meetig in the MFA attended by OME attorneys, Mr. Jose
Pons, Mr. Manuel de la Camara and Mr. Santiago Chamarro of
the MFA and Mr. Peter Spoor of the UK Embassy. In this
meeting the MFA maintains that the waters at issue are not
international waters as they are considered waters under
dispute and additionally, Spain 11as not made any decision yet
about the shipwreck and consequently, OME canot start its
operations.
Meering attended by OME attorneys and Mr. Luis Lafuente of
the Ministr of Culture. In ths meeting Spain asks that OME
temporarily cease operation so that Sr. Luis Lafuente may
conduct research in the Spansh governent on several issues
including: Spain s interest in the archaeology of the Sussex,
proposing a protocol for Spain s involvement with shipwrecks
that OME might find that are associated with Spanish
heritage, to determine the competent authority for the
supervision of Spain s involvement with any shipwrecks OME
finds, the development of a policy with the UK and the US for
the management of sovereign warships. The Minstr of
Culture also asks for a courtesy statement from the UK statig
that they believe that the Sussex is UK propert.
OME sends a letter to Mr. Luis Lafuente (MoC) summarizing
the meetig held on March 2005 (Exhibit E-l) The
sUDUmy of the meetig includes recommended actions on
several aspects of the discussions, including the temporar
suspension of OME activities so that Spain can resolve a
number of issues including Spain s interest in participating in
the Sussex operations. OME states that it wil unilaterally
cease its activities for 15 days.
OME attorneys send a copy of the letter April letter sent to
Mr. Lafuente to Mr. Jose Pons (MFA). This cover letter to Mr.

3 February 2005

15 March 2005

17 March 2005

21 March 2005

27 March 2005

1 April 2005
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18 August 2005

Pons indicates that OME IS lookig forward to new
cooperation between Spain and the company and through
OME' s willingness to voluntarily delay operations it wil allow
the partes to fmd a common framework for collaboration.
Telephone conversation between OME attorneys and Mr.
Lafuente in which Mr. Lafuente indicates that he had spoken
with the Junta de Andalusia and that it was possible that there
might be a future meetig to break the deadlock in the
negotiations. He further states that the Junta s big concern is
whether the shipwreck really is the SUSSEX and they want
archaeological experts on board in order to determe ths.
Meeting is held in Seville between representatives of the
United States, the United Kingdom, the Junta de Andalucia
and OMB.
OME attorneys send an e-mail to Ms. Cannen Garcia attaching
the letter addressed to the Junta relatig to the meeting held on
17'h May 2005 for ber approval.
OME sends a letter to the Junta de Andalusia regarding the
meetig held on May 2005. In this letter OME thanks the
Junta for meeting with OME and sets out a proposed
cooperation on the Protection and Investigation of Anda!usia
Deep Ocean cultual Heritage. OME explains that it has
located a number of shipwrecks in the deep waters off
Andalusia and some are sites of great archaeological
importnce. OME proposes to provide funding for
archaeological work on these sites to be undertaken in
cooperation with an Andalusia archaeological instirutions and
inter alia OME to provide US$500 000 in funding by
supplying a ship, ROV, techncians etc for approximately 20
days and thereafter provide $50 000 in conservation services
for any arefacts. The letter contiues with furter inormation
to tr to satisfy the requirements of the Junta expressed in the
meetig of the l7May.
The Spanish Ministr of Culture sends a fax to the MFA
statig that they and the Junta want to be sure that the
shipwreck is the SUSSEX, and therefore an archaeologist from
the Junta wil be on board the vessel with direct access to the
evidence. lfthe shipwreck is in fact the SUSSEX the Junta wil
cooperate with OME and the United Kingdom, to allow the
necessary work - including work in Spanish waters if that is
where the Sussex is found - with an archaeologist appointed by
the Junta. The Ministr of Culture does not authorise
excavation of the shipwreck and all work must conform to
standards set by the Junta. Once all the work involved in
identifyng the SUSSEX ends, all documentation must be
provided to the Junta.
E-mail from the State Departent of the USA to OME and its
attorneys stating that the US embassy in Madrid has received a
Note Verbal from the MFA dated Ju1y 28 , 2005 responding to
the Note Verbal from the US embassy dated March 2 , 2005.

25 April 2005

17 May 2005

6 June 2005

16 June 2005

28 July 2005
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24/25/29 August 2005

1 September 2005

2 September 2005

8 September 2005

27 September 2005

28 September 2005

30 September 2005

12 November 2005

The MFA states in its note that:

Spai acknowledges that shipwrecks of State Ships that are
properly identified belong to the flag state.
The waters of Gibraltar are Spanish and the United
Kingdom has no right to them (A nautical char of the
Spansh Hydrographical Institute is attached).
TIle MFA authorises an expedition to identifY the shipwreck
provided that Spansh archaeologists take par in the
expedition. Once the work of identig the shipwreck
ends, 01\ must ask for a new arangement though
diplomatic chanels, enclosing an archaeologica1 proposal
for the extrction of the archaeological remains.

During this time period OME attorneys contact the Junta
several ties to request that it appoint an archaeologist.
OME attorneys contact Ms. Caren Rivera who, in order to

appoint the archaeologist, demands a document providing the
following infoDTation:

Description ofthc archaeological works.

Port where the archaeologist wi1 embark.
Schedule of the work.
Date of the beginning of the work and its length.

Finally, Ms. CaDTen Rivera demands a copy of the Note
Verbal of the MFA to the USA embassy in Madrid.
A copy of the Note Verbal from MFA is sent to the Junta by
OME attorney through the US Embassy in Madrid. OMB'
attorney is infonned that the MFA interpretation of the text of
the Spanish Note Verbal of the 2 d September 2005 it is clear

that ths is not conditional upon the appointment of the
archaeologists on behalf of the Junta of Andalusia
OME attorneys send a letter to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez, the
General Director of Cultural Heritage of the Junta de

Andalusia, with the infonnation demanded by Ms. Carmen
Rivera.
OME attorneys send a fax to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez, the
General Director of Cultural Heritage of the Junta de

Andalusia, askig agam for the appointment of an
archaeologist
Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez, General Director of Cultural
Heritage of the ' Junta de Andalusia, sends a letter dated
26/09/05 statig that an archaeologist will not be appointed
because of the unclear status of the project He will appoint an
archaeologist once an adminstrative authorisarion to carr out
the work is obtained according to the requirements stated in
the respective Spanish and Andalusia Cultural Heritage Acts.
The Junta de Andalusia publishes a press release denyig that
an agreement has been reached to appoint an archaeologist.
The Ministr of Culture addresses a letter to OME attorneys
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14 November 2005

14 November 2005

17 November 2005

17 November 2005

17 November 2005

23 November 2005

28 November 2005

30 November 2005

complaining that OME has restarted its work without the
necessary authorisation from the Junta de Andalusia as
required by the Spanish and Andalusian Cultural Heritage
Acts
OME attorneys inonn Mr. Jose Pons, General Director of
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the MFA that OME
intends to restart the expedition. The fax sent to Talifa Control
Centre from OME is attched to this communication.
OME sends a letter to the Ministr of Culture enclosing a
proposal to recover the archaeological remains.
On the same date , OME attorneys send an e-mail to Mr. Pons
stating that OME has infonned the Tanfa Control Centre on
the work that the OME win be carrng out.
OME attorneys receive a fax from the Harbour Master Offce
of Algeciras stating that tlley have received an order ITom the
Junta de Andalusia requiring OME to imediately stop its
works in the zone (13 miles) as an archaeologist has not been
appointed by the Junta. It also states that in order for an
archaeologist to board the ship, OME must have the necessary
authorization for the project from the Junta de Andalusia.
OME attorneys inform the Harbour Master Offce of Algeciras
that the MFA has authorised the expedition without a Spansh
archaeologist on board. according to MFA' s Note Verbal
addressed to the US embassy in Madrd.
A copy of the letter from the Junta de Andalusia dated 28
September 2005 and a copy of the most recent correspondence
between OME and the Junta are sent to Mr. Jose Pons.
The Mistr of Cultue sends a fax to Mr Manuel de la
Camara with "the position of the Ministry of Culture and the
Junta of Andalucia in relation to the activities of the company
OME on the Sussex" and attches a fax from the Ministt 
Foreign Affairs to Mr Pedro Moya Milanes member of the
Council of the Presidency of the Junta of Andalucia of the
same date which makes it clear that the MFA properly granted
permission to OME since they were following the instrctions
of the Minstr of Culture and that furtermore, it was the
responsibility of the Mistr of Cultue to sort out the issue
with the Junta. (See Exhbit 

OME voluntarily suspends work so that the MFA can resolve
the confsion with the Junta.
OME attorneys are informed that the MFA has contacted Mr.
Pedro Moya, the person at the Junta who is in charge of the
OME matter, and the person whom OME attorneys have tred
to contact in order to obtain the appointment of archaeologists
to join the expedition.
OME attorneys contact Mr. Manuel de la Camara who requests
a letter from OME to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez addressing the
following points:
- TIle dates in Januar when the work wil be cared out.
- A statement from the company stating that the aim of the
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expedition is to identi the shipwreck.
- An explanation of the work perfonned to identify the shipwreck.
- The area where the work will be cared out.
- Another reauest to the Junta to appoint an archaeologist.

1 December 2005 Following the Junta s suggestion , OME attorneys send a letter
to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez again providing the information
requested. OME indicates that all of this information had
already been provided by OME to different Miistres and
Administrtions in the past.
The letter is addressed to Mr. Romero, the Mins1r of Culture
and to the MFA, as well as the US embassy in Madrd.

2 December 2005 The Junta answers OME with the same letter it sent on
September 28

9 December 2005 OME representatives send a fax to Mr. Pons (MFA) attachig
the notifcation made on 07/12/05 to the Tarifa Maritime
Control Centre on the work that OME will be performing in
the area. As in the past (every time OME left to operate in the
area) the information sent to Tarifa included the characteristics
of the ship, geographic coordinates, and the schedule of the
operations to be conducted on the expedition.

10 January 2006 OME is required to abandon the area and information on the
ship s Master, Mr. Keith Herron , is taken by the Guardia Civil.

11 January 2006 A summons is issued for the crime of serious disobedience by
the Spanish authorities for the Master, Keith Herron, who is
requested to appear before the Guardia Civi de A1geciras on
January 12th, 2006. This summons is based on Odyssey
conducting operations that had been lJreviously authorized.

11 January 2006 The Junta de Andalusia publishes an offcial press release
stating that OME has no authorisation to operate in the area
because archaeologists have not been appointed to the project
that the Junta is the only competent authority in the matter, and

that the Junta has informed OME of its lack of authorisation.
16 January 2006 OME attorneys receive a fax fTOm the Police, accompanied by

a citation for Captain Mr. Keith Herron from the Court of
Instrction Number 3 of La Linea de la Concepcion. The
appearance is set for January 18 , 2006.

19 January 2006 OME attorneys send a fax to Mr. Jesus Romero Benitez of the 

Junta attaching once more an invitation from OME for Spanish
archaeologists to embark on the project.

19 January 2006 OME attorney sends a letter by fax to Mr. Chavez, President of
Andalusia requestig a meeting to resolve the issue of the

appointment of archaeologists
20 January 2006 The Junta responds that it will not appoint an archaeologist

until it is provided with a proposal that complies with the

requirements of Royal Decree 16812003.
The Junta attaches a fax from the Directorate General of the
Cultural Heritage of the Junta and the Directorate General of
the Spanish Ministr of Culture supportng the Junta
response that permission is needed.

25 January 2006 The US Embassy in Madrid receives a Note Verbal from the
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"MA statig that without the authorisation of the Junta of
Andalusia and the presence of a Junta archaeologist on board
OME cannot continue with its work.

8 February 2006 Meeting with OME, Greg Stemm, Sir Stephen Wright (at that
tie the Ambassador of the UK to Spain), Mr Peter Spoor and
Mr. Romero from the Junta of Andalusia, and OME attorneys.
In ths meetig the British governent states that it is
interested in the project, it does not think that any rights have
been infnged, and that the conduct of OME, in the eyes of the
UK, is correct
Spain states that competence for authorization belongs to the
Junta. The Junta does not consider the archaeological project
plan presented to be suffcient

Mr. Romero delivers a copy of the document "Report on the
admins1rative negotiations for authorization of the activities of
recovery of the English ship HMS SUSSEX by the OME
company." Dated February 7, 2006.

6 March 2006 OME prepares a press release for its website, approved by Mr.
Manue! Camara (MA).

29 March 2006 Notification of the initiation of the adminis1rative sanction
proceeding by the Director General of the Ministr of Culture
of the Junta de Andalucfa

30 March 2006 Note Verbal from the UK Embassy attaching the Alboran Sea
Project elaborated by OME in response to specific requests by
Mr. Romero durig the meetig with the "MA on February
8th, 2006.

5 May 2006 UK Embassy informs OME that the Junta is satisfied with the
report submitted by OME and that an archaeologist win be
nominated.

18 May 2006 Response of the Junta in a letter with comments on the
documentation submitted by OMB. Now claimed that the
detailed archaeological plan that was provided (and approved
by the UK Government is not suffcient to obtain pennission
for the Alboran Sea Project.

6 June 2006 OME prepares and via the British Embassy presents its second
report on the Alboran Sea Project to the Junta of Andalusia in
response to its comments in its letter of 18 May, 2006

12 July 2006 The MFA notifies the British Embassy in Madrid, of the

response of the Junta de Andalusia. The Junta does not
consider the corrected defects suffcient to waive the request
for permission.

29 August 2006 Meeting in Sevilla with the Junta of Andalusia, the British

Embassy and OME' g techncal representatives for the Alboran
Sea Proj ect

12 September 2006 Letter from OME in relation to the questions fonnulated
during the meeting in Seville of 29 August, 2006. OME
requests that a recognzed Spansh institution review the
Alboran Sea Project and in relation to the unique coordinates
facilitate the same with the British governent. The
understanding of OME is that in the spirit of cooperation it
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26 September 2006

2 October 2006

4 October 2006

10 October 2006

13 November 2006

26 January 2007

27 January 2007

12 February 2007

wil provide the coordinates of an the wrecks that it has found
in previous campaigns in Spanish waters as part of the Alboran
Sea Project.
OME defends itself against the proposed sanction of the Junta
of Andalusia.
Letter of the UK Minster for Europe - Geoff Hoon addressed
to Manuel Chavez President of the Autonomous Connunity
of Andalusia. He notes the difference of opinion between the
UK and Spain as to the status of the waters but urges that this
issue be pushed aside in order to collaborate on the SUSSEX
project. He also refers to the unresolved action against the
ship s master and notes that proceeding in this case will
complicate the situation.
He also indicates that the coordinates of the OME project are
in the hands of the CentIal Martie ContTOI in Tarifa.
Email from Carlos Sanchez de las Heras of the Directorate
General of Culture at the Junta with additional requirements
from the Junta de Andalusia - to limit the zone of the
shipwreck as much as possible and authenticate the academic
qualifications of OME archaeologists.
Reply from OME to the email of Carlos Sanchez de las Heras
sent via the UK Embassy. OME repeats that it win collaborate
with the UK in relation to coordinates of the shipwreck and
states it wil expedite the nota documentation in relation to
the qualifications of its personne1.
A meetig takes place with the Directorate General of Fine
Ars of the Ministr of Culture in Madrid, in a meetig
attended by OME' s Cofounder, Mr. Greg Stemm; OME' s legal
counsel, Mr. Jose Luis Goni and Ms. Elisa de Cabo of the
Ministr of Culture. The possibility of shipwreck finds which
could have cultural or historical interest to Spain are discussed.
OME offered to Spain t11e opportnity to collaborate in the
projects discussed and made clear that some of the wrecks
were in danger from other salvors and that the company was
prepared to colJaborate with Spain to identify and protect these
sites. Ths offer had also been made on varous previous
occasions to Spansh and Andalucian authorities.
OME attorneys send a fax to Guardia Civil officials in
Algeciras and attach a letter providing the area of operations
and the area of equipment testig.
Meeting of OME and their attorney with officials of the
Guardia Civil of Algeciras. The nature of the operations which
wil be UIdertaken by OME are discussed. It is the
understanding of those in the meeting that none of the

activities planned would be considered violation of any
Spanish law. It is agreed that OME wil inorm the Guardia
Civil prior to the commencement of any operations, providing
a detailed chart and description of all activities in advance of
operations.
Fax fTOm OME attorneys to Guardia Civil offcials il
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Algeciras attaching a new nautical chart with the zone and
description of operations.

12 February 2007 Note verbal of the I\ A identifyng the requirements to OME
for resuming operations. MFA requests that OME identify the
qualified technical and scientific personnel that
archaeologists designated by the Junta win be aboard the ship,
that before it intiates activities it attends a meetig with
British and Spansh experts and, that it report monthy on tls
phase of the operations.

13 February 2007 Note verbal from the British Embassy, .i response to the note
from the MFA of the previous day listing the requirements for
resumption of operations, propos.ig Februar 28 , 2007 as a
day to meet to coord.iate the project.

16 February 2007 Fax from OME's attorneys to Guardia Civil offcials in
Algeciras attaching a new letter with the nautical zone of
operations for the continuing survey activities in the area.

5 March 2007 Fax from OME' s attorneys to Guardia Civil offcials in
Algeciras attaching a new letter with the zone of operations
and a coPY of the Notice to Mariners.

3 March 2007 British Embassy send Nota Verbal to MFA agreeing to terms
set by the MFA for OME to resume operations and requesting
again that the Junta nominate archaeologists to accompany
OME and puttg into place arangements for first
coordination meeting and proposing a joint press release with
Spain.

5 March 2007 OME attorneys send to Guardia Civil offcials the Notice to
Mariners as well as a copy of the nautical char indicatig the
relevant zone for continuing survey operations.

23 March 2007 Meetig in Seville between Greg Stemm for OME OMB
attorneys, the Junta de Andalusia and the British Embassy. In
the meeting OME provide a detailed presentation of the
Alboran Sea Project. The Junta agrees that the archaeology of
the project is excellent, and save some formal clarifications by
01v, it would proceed to name the Spanish archaeologists to
accompany OMB.

23 March 2007 Press release by the Spanish MFA announcing the agreement
between the Spansh governent and Spain for the start of
exploration work on the SUSSEX.

24 March 2007 OME attorney calls Guardia Civil offcial in Algeciras to
update him on meeting in SevilIa and subsequently forwarding
copy of El Pais press artcle on SUSSEX dated 26 March 2007

27 March 2007 Press release by the Mis1I of Culture denyig that the
Ministr has authority over the activities of OMB.

30 March 2007 OME presents a third report to the Junta de Andalusia, though
the British Embassy, in response to the Junta s requests during
the meetig in Seville.

14 May 2007 Fax from OME' s attorneys to the Guardia Civil attaching a
copy of the Notice to Marers.

17 May 2007 Fax from OME's attorneys to the Guardia Civil attching 
new letter with the nautical zone of operations.

This dOcllllellt is cOllfidellial alld illtellded ollly for the lIse of tile recipiell. It should 110t be distributed to allY
party witllollt allllori:atioll of all offcer or legal represelltative of Odyssey Marille Exploratioll/llc.

Page 16 of 18

Case 8:07-cv-00614-SCB-MAP     Document 25-3      Filed 08/07/2007     Page 22 of 57



23 May 2007 OME attorneys contact Guardia Civil offcials of Algecirs to
discuss recent press relating to BLACK SWAN and sending
fax with information offcial information from OME press
release makig clear that the BLACK SWAN was not
discovered durig operations in the area which the Guardia
Civil was monitorig, and in fact not in Spanish waters at all.
OME attorney confing that her telephone number can be
passed to Headquarters of Guardia Civil in Madrid if they
require information

23 May 2007 OME attorney receives call from Commander Cortes of the
Guardia Civil in charge of the investigation into OME in
relation to the BLACK SWAN. OME attorney sends copy of
same fax sent earlier to the Guardia Civil of Algeciras and
offers any furter inormation that Commander Cortes may
require. OME attorney told that at the tie Guardia Civil did
not need to speak with OME attorneys.

23 May 2007 OME attorney receives letter by fax from Mr Julian Martnez
Garcia, Director General of Fine Ar and Cultural Heritage of
the Minstr of Culture requestig that OME attorneys provide
very urgently inormation on the identity of the wreck and the
customs documentation in relation to the export of the coins to
the US.

24 May 2007 OME attorney calls MY Julian Martnez Garcia to aITange a
meeting in response to his letter

24 May 2007 OME subcontractors in Spain approached and questioned by
the Guardia Civil in Seville

24 May 2007 Ruling from the Judge in the proceedings against Master

HeITon in the Cour of La Linea. The judge is requesting a
report from the Guardia Civil in relation to the terrtoriality 
the waters where the incident occuITed.

29 May 2007 OME attorneys meet with Mr Julian Martnez Garcia at the
Minstr of Culture and hand to Mr Martnez a copy of a letter
prepared by OME attorneys in response to the request for
inormation, confnng inter alia that the site of the Black
Swan is not located in Spanish waters and the vessel' s identity
as yet unkown

5 June 2007 US State Dept. offcial inorms Spansh Embassy offcial that
some of the false reports of OME' s operations in the Alboran
Sea have resulted from OME' s promotion with Volvo and
Disney, and that OME has not been allowed to disclose this
publicly. Ths information was passed offciaJIy for
Governent use in hopes of clearing up the ongoing disclosure
of false reports by the press and was to be kept in confdence.

5 June 2007 Spanish press reports that crial proceedings have been
commenced against OME and there exists an order of the
judge to aITest and brig OME vessels to a Spanish port to be
searched

6 June 2007 Greg Stemm meets with offcials at the Spanish Embassy in
Washington and provides substantial background
information relating to OME' s operations during the previous
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nme years.
6 June 2007 Confdential inormation on the Volvo and Disney promotion

by OME leaked to the press by the Ministr of Culture.
11 June 2007 OME attorney appears before the Judge in the Court of La

L:inea de la Concepcion where the press states that criminal
proceedings have been commenced order obtain
information on the allegations. OME files a power of attorney
and pleading confrming to the Court that the Black Swan is
not located in Spanish waters. The judge tells OME attorney
that he can present pleadings at court but since proceedings are
secret, judge will not give out any information on the
allegations or the scope of the investigation into OME

14 June 2007 OME attorney meets with the Offce of the Public Prosecutor
in Cadiz to discuss allegations. OME attorney states that OME
representative is willng to give testimony at court and offer
vessels for voluntar inspection in relation to any accusation of
a crie havig been committed in Spanish jurisdictional
waters; Public Prosecutor states that OME should present
whatever information in wrting to the cour and allow the
judge to determine whether he wants information from OME

21 June 2007 OME attorney receives back from Court of La Linea the
origial power of attorney and pleading to appear in the
proceedings without any fonnal explanation from the court.

This document is confidential and intellded ollly for the use oflhe recipient. It should 1/ot be distriblled to allY
party without authorization of an offcer orlega/ representative of Odyssey Marine Exp/orationJnc.

Page J 8 of 18

Case 8:07-cv-00614-SCB-MAP     Document 25-3      Filed 08/07/2007     Page 24 of 57




